1835.]                        THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION1.                           519'

He now placed upon record the grounds of his dissent from it.
So far as the decision of 1YS9 implied a power of removal in
the President separate from the action of the whole appointing
power, which consists of the President and the Senate, he held
that the decision was wrong ; that Congress possesses the power
to regulate the tenure of all offices the tenure of which is not
fixed by the Constitution; and that it is competent for Con-
gress to provide, as a regulation of that tenure, that the incum-
bent shall be removed only on reasons to be stated by the Presi-
dent to the Senate, and to be acted upon by both.1 Bat, while
he held that it is in the power of Congress to reverse the de-
cision of 1789, which so construed the Constitution as to
separate the power of removal from the power of appointment,
he did not deny that under that construction the President
possesses such a separate power, or propose to take it away. The
bill which he now advocated, and which he considered sufficient
to check the abuses of the power, required that when a nomi-
nation should be made by the President to the Senate, to fill a
vacancy in an office caused by the President's having removed
the former incumbent, the fact of the removal should be stated
to the Senate at the same time when the new nomination is
made, with a statement also of the reasons for making the
removal.

On the 18th of February, Mr. Benton introduced a resolu-
tion to expunge from the Journals of the Senate its resolution,
of March 28, 1834:, concerning the President's assumption of
powers over the public revenue. On the last day of the session,
the Senate, by a vote of thirty-nine to seven, struck out of Mr.
Benton's resolution the words, " ordered to be expunged from
the Journals." Mr. ."Webster immediately rose and said that
this great vote had accomplished all that he had ever desired
respecting this expunging resolution. Thereafter, propositions
to pass resolutions inconsistent with that originally adopted on
this subject must be met when they should arise. But the
offensive and illegal act of tampering with the Journal of the
Senate had now been most happily defeated by a nearly unani-
mous vote. He concluded with a motion, " which," he said,

1 The   speech   is contained in the   Compare Madison's Works, iv., 342, 343
fourth volume  of his Works, 1*79-199.    368, 383.